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What is a Hearing Aid?

A hearing aid is a miniature sound system with its own microphone, amplifier, and speaker, individually prescribed and tuned to fit the user's hearing loss and lifestyle.

What Can a Hearing Aid Do?

•
It makes sound louder.

•
It makes speech easier to understand in most situations. 
What Can a Hearing Aid Not Do?

•
It cannot restore normal hearing.

•
It cannot deliver the ability to hear speech perfectly when competing sounds are present.

How Does a Hearing Aid Work?

Sound enters the hearing aid through a tiny opening and is picked up by the micro-phone. The amplifier makes the sound louder. The amplified sound comes out of the hearing aid through the speaker (receiver) and is channeled into the ear canal. A tiny battery supplies the electrical power. Volume can be adjusted by turning a small control on the hearing aid. Some hearing aids adjust volume automatically.

How Should a Hearing Aid Be Purchased?

•
First, see an audiologist for a complete hearing evaluation.

•
Discuss with the audiologist whether a hearing aid is of potential benefit and, if so, which circuitry and style are recommended for you.

•
See your physician to rule out any medical problems which may be treatable and obtain medical clearance for using a hearing aid.

•
Request a trial period with refund privilege and continue to ask questions until purchase and warranty terms ins are understood.

•
Take a relative or friend along to the hearing aid fitting appointment so they will also know how much improvement to expect in your hearing.

•
Keep all of the follow-up appointments which your audiologist schedules for you.

•
Stay in touch with your audiologist after the initial fitting and adjustment period and call immediately if the hearing aid is not working, if it hurts your ear, or if it squeals when it is in your ear.

•
Take advantage of other services which your audiologist offers, including lip reading, guidance in how to adjust to the hearing aid, remake of the shell or mold that fits in the ear if uncomfortable, and hearing aid repair.

How Long Does a Hearing Aid Last? Hearing aids last from five to seven years.

How Much Should a Hearing Aid Be Worn?

Hearing aids should be worn all waking hours if possible. Ears may become "lazy" if hearing aids are not used routinely as the brain may forget how to make sense out of the amplified sound. Hearing aids should always be removed before going to bed at night to allow air circulation in the ear canal to help prevent ear canal infections.

Where Should Batteries Be Purchased?

Hearing aid batteries may be purchased from the audiologist who dispensed the hearing aid. Retail stores such as drug stores or electronics stores also carry hearing aid batteries. Check to be sure the stores carry a fresh supply and that you have the correct size and type. The correct size and type of battery should always be used in the hearing aid.
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