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What is an Audiologist?

Audiologists are health care specialists in hearing. They work to prevent hearing loss, to identify and evaluate hearing problems, and to direct rehabilitation programs for people with impaired hearing.

What Audiologists Do

•
Measure hearing ability.

•
Identify presence and severity of hearing loss.

•
Refer patients to physicians for treatment of medical ear problems.

•
Design and direct rehabilitation programs for persons with hearing loss.

•
Teach lip reading.

•
Prescribe the best style and type of hearing aids.

•
Measure hearing improvement from the use of hearing aids.

•
Provide counseling and guidance on how to use hearing aids.

•
Recommend use of other assistive technology for telecommunication, event signalers (smoke alarm, doorbell), and large group listening situations.

•
Find solutions that reduce the effects of hearing loss by working with families, employers, teachers, caregivers, and other medical specialists.

•
Help clients with tinnitus through evaluation, counseling and management programs.

•
Evaluate clients with balance, vertigo and dizziness disorders.

•
Conduct hearing conservation programs in industry and recreation to prevent hearing loss from loud noise.

Who Goes to Audiologists?

•
Infants, children, young adults, and older adults.

•
Anyone who wants information about hearing or needs help to hear better.

•
Audiology patients can be self referred or referred by another professional such as a psychologist, social worker, teacher, nurse, or physician.
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